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He was perfectly versed in the holy scriptures, had an excellent talent of
applying them to the purpose on all occasions, and displayed in a clear
light and with inexpressible energy the genuine sense and the spirit and
marrow of the sacred text. But what made his eloquence most prevailing
and rendered it like a torrent of fire which bore down all before it was
the unction with which he spoke; for his heart being filled with the
warmest and most feeling sentiments of every virtue, he poured these
forth with an energy and zeal that seemed irresistible. His words were
so many darts which pierced the hearts of his hearers; for he had long
treasured up by the exercises of humility, silence, mortification, con-
templation, and prayer what he afterwards communicated to his hearers;
and his soul was itself all flame before he endeavoured to kindle the fire
of divine love in others. Full of a sovereign contempt of the world and
himself, and burning with a desire to die for Jesus Christ, and to see his
pure love reign in all hearts, he was above the reach of all temptations
which could warp his integrity, or make him weaken or disguise the
maxims of the gospel, which he announced with equal dignity and zeal
to the great ones and the small. The learned admired the loftiness of
his thoughts and the strong images with which he painted the most
sublime mysteries and added an unspeakable dignity to the most obvious
and common truths of religion and morality; yet a natural simplicity
rendered all his discourses no less intelligible and easy to the most vulgar
understandings. Charity and prudence took off the edge of harshness
from his reprehensions, and his very reproofs were not bitter or austere,
but amiable and insinuating. Whilst he beat down presumptuous sinners
by the terrors of the divine judgments, he at the same time took care to
raise and encourage their sinking souls by confidence in divine goodness
and mercy. He opposed the fashionable vices and growing heresies of
those times with equal vigour and success. The most obstinate heretics
and the most hardened sinners threw themselves at his feet, declaring
themselves conquered. Pope Gregory IX hearing him preach at Rome
in 1227, in his surprise figuratively called him The Ark of the Covenant,
or rich spiritual treasure. The sanctity and severity of his life gave also
great weight to his words. Such was the gravity of his countenance and
the edifying modesty of his deportment that he seemed to preach by
every action. Having once invited a brother to go out with him to preach,
he returned to his convent without making any sermon to the people.
His companion asked him why he had not preached. " We have done
it," said the saint, " by our modest looks and by the gravity of our
behaviour." The frequent miracles which were performed by him much
enhanced the reputation of his eminent sanctity wherever he came. The
crowds were everywhere so great at his sermons that he was often obliged
to prteach in market-places or fields. He travelled through cities, towns,